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controversy 
Follow us on Twitter:
@TheDordtDiamond
Like us on Facebook:
The Dordt Diamond
Read us on Tumblr:
http://dordtdiamond.
tumblr.com
Look for the 
Diamond online:
Dordt students are address-
ing the recent, nation-wide 
controversy involving Yale 
professor Amy Chua’s com-
parisons of the parenting tac-
tics of Chinese mothers ver-
sus that of “Western” parents. 
As “Western” children, 
many of us had play dates and 
sleepovers growing up. We 
couldn’t imagine not being 
allowed to watch TV or play 
games. It is a different story, 
however, for Sophia and Lou-
isa Chua, daughters of Amy 
Chua, a “Tiger Mom.”
Chua is a professor at Yale 
Law School and the creator of 
a recent parenting controver-
sy.  Her book “Battle Hymn of 
the Tiger Mother” describes 
the differences of Chinese 
and Western ways of raising 
children. 
Chua claims that Chinese 
women are better at parent-
ing than Western women who 
are not strict enough. She be-
lieves they are too concerned 
about their children’s self-
esteem. 
“When Western parents 
think they’re being strict, they 
usually don't come close to 
being Chinese mothers… Chi-
nese parents can do things that 
would seem unimaginable—
even legally actionable—to 
Westerners,” said Chua.   
Chua stated in her book that 
it is perfectly acceptable for a 
Chinese mother to insult and 
demean their children when 
they do bad in school or don’t 
succeed in something.
“The solution to substan-
dard performance is always to 
excoriate, punish and shame 
the child,” said Chua.
Her style of parenting has 
shocked readers around the 
world. This national contro-
versy has been addressed in 
many newspapers across the 
country and even in China. 
Chua’s book has many par-
ents outraged, but it isn’t only 
parents who think Chua is 
wrong.  Many Dordt students 
were asked what they think of 
Amy Chua and her wild par-
enting strategies.  Here’s what 
they said:
Evan H. Gulstine: “I 
wasn't pushed terribly hard, 
although I definitely think 
that I was more disciplined 
than "other kids." There 
wasn't much room for disre-
spect or disobedience in my 
house growing up. I definite-
ly agree with her assessment 
of American parents.”
Brett Leyendekker: 
“I feel that most children 
(American children, at least) 
always believe that they 
"have life so rough;" that 
their parents are too strict and 
don't let them do a certain 
thing even though ‘everyone 
else is doing it.’ However, I 
look back and really appreci-
ate the way I was raised.”
Jaimie Kok: “I wouldn't 
necessarily say that my par-
ents pushed me through child-
hood, they weren't that strict. 
I would not want a mother 
like Amy Chua, I wouldn't 
want to be pushed by my par-
ents that much.”
Katie Heynen: “My par-
ents always pushed me as a 
child to do my best no mat-
ter what, but it was never to 
the point where it became 
too much.  I believe that little 
girls ought to have the chance 
to have fun and play because 
they are just kids.”
Amy Van Voorst: “Chil-
dren should be encouraged 
and taught not to give up, but 
they shouldn't be insulted by 
their parents in the process. 
Too much coddling is harm-
ful for a child but rigorous 
schedules are as well because 
a child needs to have fun and 
enjoy her childhood.” 
Barry Dykstra: “I would 
not want a ‘Chinese mother’ 
because they force too much 
on their kids; they give them 
no freedom to choose on their 
own what they really want to 
do. In a sense they are brain-
washed into being perfect.”
Imagine—you are 5,000 
miles away from home, you 
have not been home in a 
year and a half, and you are 
stranded in a snowy foreign 
city without a place to go. 
Oh, and you don’t have your 
winter coat.
Miriam McAuley, a Dordt 
student from Malawi, Af-
rica, found herself in this 
situation on her way home 
for Christmas Break. The 
problems all began when 
Miriam arrived in London in 
the midst of a light storm.
“Having gone to Dordt for 
three and a half years and 
gotten used to very snowy 
Iowa winters, I didn't think 
anything of the snow in Lon-
don,” Miriam said.
The Hearthrow Airport, 
however, thought more of 
the snow. Even after the 
snow had stopped falling, 
Hearthrow announced that it 
was closing its doors.
In the midst of confusion, 
Miriam befriended Sarla, 
an Indian woman who was 
also traveling alone. Miriam 
knew no one in the city, and 
Sarla invited Miriam home 
with her until she could 
catch the next flight out of 
London. After an hour and a 
half wait for a cab and a long 
drive, Sarla’s father, neice, 
and sister treated Miriam 
with great hospitality.
“They all tried to mother 
me and fed me chai and hot 
milk and sat me in front of 
a space heater and then sent 
me to bed,” she said.
Miriam called the airport 
repeatedly to reschedule her 
flight, it would be another 
five days before they could 
reschedule. 
“I waited at their house, 
called the airlines office re-
peatedly, watched some In-
dian soap operas, learned a 
few words of Punjabi, ate a 
lot of chapatis and stew, and 
drank lots of tea,” Miriam 
said.
Because the airport was 
only operating on one lane 
of runway, Miriam finally 
left London on December 
23, nearly a week after she 
had left Sioux Center.  
“I thank God so much for 
watching over me and put-
ting Sarla in my path so I 
would have a safe place to 
stay in London,” Miriam 
said.
On Christmas Eve, Mir-
iam arrived in Malawi. Be-
cause of her late arrival, she 
extended her break and was 
able to miss snow storms on 
her way back to Dordt.
“It was a wonderful break, 
and I learned a lot of trust 
for God through the travel 
frustrations,” Miriam said.
Severe weather posed problem for an international student’s journey home 
Miriam McAuley tells all about her week-long adventure stuck in England due to snow and flight delays 
Amy Chua stands a proud mother next to her daughters, Louisa and Sophia. 
Photo from wsj.com by Erin Patrice O’brien for The Wall Street Journal 
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One of the newest 
additions to the Dordt family 
is Randy Smit, Instructor 
of Business Administration 
and Accounting.“I’ve been 
teaching business and 
accounting for years now. It 
was an easy transition since 
I’ve been in this role before,” 
said Smit. “I taught at North 
Iowa Community College 
before Dordt. I came here 
because my wife got a job 
in Orange City. Thankfully, 
the good Lord provided a 
job for me too.” Smith is not 
new to the business field. 
He has worked for various 
companies including CPA 
Farm, helped people with their 
taxes for more than ten years 
and worked as a marketing 
consultant for Cabin Coffee 
Company, a franchise in 
north Iowa, as the head of the 
franchise department.“I don’t 
really know how I got involved 
in business,” said Smit. “I 
was what I would call a ‘lost 
individual’ for many years. 
In college, I kind of played 
the game of ‘I’m here but I 
don’t know why I’m here’. I 
knew that the good Lord was 
guiding me and directing me 
though.”Smit enrolled in a 
few business classes just for 
the simple enjoyment of them. 
Adam McDonald
Editor
Supply of students equals demand of new professors at Dordt 







There’s a new face on 
Dordt’s campus, and she has 
a new pet. 
Judy Bowman is not only 
a recently hired English ad-
junct at Dordt, but is also the 
proud owner of a no-longer-
stray dog that she rescued 
during the AMOR mission 
trip to the Dominican Re-
public.
A little while into the fall 
semester, the former-jour-
nalist was accepted for the 
AMOR trip to the Domini-
can Republic. 
After reviewing the hand-
book for her upcoming trip, 
Bowman was troubled by 
the high population of street 
dogs in the Dominican Re-
public. Her deep passion for 
dogs compelled her to res-
cue one of the many abused 
animals.
After weeks of communi-
cation with animal shelters 
in the DR, Bowman finally 
found a match. The puppy 
stole her heart on the first 
day, and the Chihuahua-
mix ended up staying with 
the group the whole week. 
Chica, Bowman’s fourth 
Chihuahua, became an at-
traction for the children they 
met during AMOR. 
“I consider my dogs to be 
little ministers,” said Bow-
man. “Whether it be going 
to nursing homes or other 
places.” 
Kaitlyn Broersma, who 
attended the AMOR trip in 
the Dominican Republic, 
could not stress enough how 
much Bowman loved dogs.
“You could really tell 
that Judy has a passion for 
dogs,” said Broersma. “She 
was constantly taking pic-
tures of stray dogs and even 
wore doggy pajamas to bed. 
At the end of the trip, she 
took Chica home with us on 
the plane.” 
Bowman said that the 
AMOR trip was definitely 
one of her biggest highlights 
since coming to Dordt. That, 
and her newly adopted pup-
py. 
Dordt has been hiring new 
professors to meet the demand 
of the growing student body, 
and one of the newest additions 
to the Dordt family is Randy 
Smit, Instructor of Business 
Administration and Account-
ing.
“I’ve been teaching busi-
ness and accounting for years 
now. It was an easy transition 
since I’ve been in this role be-
fore,” said Smit. “I taught at 
North Iowa Community Col-
lege before Dordt. I came here 
because my wife got a job in 
Orange City. Thankfully, the 
good Lord provided a job for 
me too.”
Smith is not new to the busi-
ness field. He has worked for 
various companies including 
CPA Farm, helped people with 
their taxes for more than ten 
years and worked as a market-
ing consultant for Cabin Cof-
fee Company, a franchise in 
north Iowa, as the head of the 
franchise department.
“I don’t really know how I 
got involved in business,” said 
Smit. “I was what I would call 
a ‘lost individual’ for many 
years. In college, I kind of 
played the game of ‘I’m here 
but I don’t know why I’m 
here’. I knew that the good 
Lord was guiding me and di-
recting me though.”
Smit enrolled in a few busi-
ness classes just for the simple 
enjoyment of them. After tak-
ing a few classes and falling in 
love with the subject, he began 
to think about teaching others 
what he had been taught. “One 
day someone said to me ‘you 
might make a good teacher’. 
So I took some classes to be-
come a teacher and combined 
my two passions.”
Although Smit is absolutely 
committed to his love of teach-
ing business, there is one other 
love that trumps it: his family.
“I have been married for ten 
years. I have a seven-year-old 
boy, a four-year-old daughter 
and two-year-old daughter. 
It’s my job away from my job, 
and I take them both very seri-
ously. I don’t want to work to 
the point where I neglect my 
family, and juggling both has 
proven to be a challenge.”
Smit has taught at other 
secular universities but he says 
none of those can compare 
to the atmosphere of Dordt. 
“From a community college 
standpoint, the students are 
very different. The nontradi-
tional student usually has more 
baggage, but, here at Dordt, 
student’s minds seem freer to 
explore with no worries. I have 
been on college campuses, and 
Dordt is the first place I’ve 
seen this.”
With a passion for teaching, 
Smit says his favorite aspect of 
his job is getting to know the 
students. “I really enjoy the 
culture of Dordt, and it is very 
different from what I am used 
to. You can see in the classes 
that people have an inherent re-
spect for one another. The idea 
of teaching on a Christian cam-
pus is invigorating. I’ve never 
been able to emphasize the Bi-
ble before where I have taught. 
Now I can freely express my 
beliefs in class and I love it.”
Photo supplied by Judy Bowman
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Times may be tough in 
today’s economy, but enroll-
ment at Dordt College is not 
going anywhere.
In spite of the current 
economic climate, Dordt 
College has managed to 
maintain an average spring 
semester enrollment of 1285 
students. 
“Given where some other 
institutions are with enroll-
ment in the current econo-
my, to have our enrollment 
normal is good,” Registrar 
Jim Bos said. 
Of the 1368 students that 
Student Symposium’s 
role: What is it? How is it be-
ing worked toward?
Student Symposium was 
established to represent Dordt 
students, facilitate construc-
tive discussion amongst stu-
dents, faculty, and adminis-
trators, and promote positive 
communication and interac-
tion in a Christ-like manner. 
Symposium has under-
gone high turnover in lead-
ership and representation. 
Alex Henderson and I are in 
our first year as co-chairs of 
Student Symposium. There 
is only one other return-
ing member in Symposium. 
In these transitions, time is 
needed for members to un-
derstand their roles, for lead-
ers to develop and express 
vision, and for a group to be-
come cohesive.
As a collective group, I 
believe Symposium members 
have been able to represent 
students by providing listen-
ing ears. At our meetings, we 
discuss feedback and ques-
tions from students about 
Defender Dollars, parking, 
East Campus Apartments, 
and other student-related is-
sues. Symposium members 
are part of campus commit-
tees, in which listening and 
dialogue occurs with faculty 
and administrators.
As spring semester begins, 
Symposium is building on 
the previous listening toward 
more facilitation of commu-
nication and response. During 
this semester, we are working 
at providing venues for dis-
cussion on topics of campus 
spiritual health, East Campus 
Apartments, and parking.
In an effort to fulfill and 
grow our role, Symposium 
needs students. We need 
students’ initiative to share 
opinions and concerns. We 
encourage you to dialogue 
with us, to present funding 
requests, and to engage in 
constructively improving the 
experience of our student 
body. 
Symposium is working at 
laying a foundation to be a 
catalyst for students. As we 
listen, we hear student con-
cerns and are working toward 
creating communication op-
portunities to discuss them. 
However, I believe for Sym-
posium to fulfill its service 
role, we need students to ac-
tively engage with us. As stu-
dents share their ideas, Sym-
posium is able to represent 
and assist student endeavors. 
Please join us in growing this 
campus together.
attended Dordt last semes-
ter, 121 did not return in the 
spring. Mr. Bos explained 
this drop by saying that 
some students graduated at 
semester while others trans-
ferred, failed or otherwise 
dropped out.
The fall semester often 
has higher enrollment due 
to the larger number of in-
coming freshmen. Some of 
these freshmen, as well as 
upperclassmen, leave after 
the fall semester. As a re-
sult, the average enrollment 
for spring semesters is lower 
than in the fall.
On the other hand, 38 
new students transferred or 
enrolled at Dordt, leaving 
Dordt with a average spring 
semester.
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Concept, Create, Cut, Collapse…Comedy? 
Digital Media department celebrates fifth anniversary of the PGFC
every team,” said Volkers. 
“This year, everyone got 
comedy.”
Some competitors had 
mixed feelings about comedy 
being the across-the-board 
genre. 
Bre t t  Leyendekker,  a 
second-year participant of 
the PGFC, expressed his 
thoughts on the new genre. 
“The fact that it was comedy 
was difficult in itself to 
write,” said Leyendekker. 
“However, it might make 
it easier for judges because 
every film has the same 
foundation; the judges can 
see which films have most 
successfully achieved the 
genre of comedy.” 
Dordt’s  digi ta l  media 
department kicked off their 
most widely participated 
Prairie Grass Film Festival 
yet with the shock of a 
new twist: every group was 
required to create a film with 
the same genre: Comedy. 
On Thursday, Jan. 13 at 
exactly 4 p.m., a total of 
twenty-eight groups from 
Dordt College and different 
parts of the country began 
this forty-eight hour short 
film competition. 
Digital Media Instructor 
Mark Volkers, who helped 
start the PGFC 5 years ago, 
commented on this year’s 
film challenge. “Usually we 
assign a different genre to 
Z a c  E d e n s ,  d i g i t a l 
media major and first-year 
participant,  thought this 
genre was a challenging one 
to work with. “To achieve 
the comedy genre you have 
to have a good actor with 
a good script,” said Edens. 
“Comedy was a lot harder 
than I thought it was going 
to be.” 
Dordt graduate Elliot De 
Wit enjoys incorporating a 
laugh or two into his films 
whether or not the genre is 
comedy. “It was good for our 
group because we make our 
films funny anyways,” said 
Elliot. “Our competition is 
bigger, though, because now 
everyone is trying to make 
people laugh.” 
There were even some 
participants that were not 
digital media majors and 
have never made a film 
before.
Sara de Waal, a freshman 
elementary education major 
with no previous experience 
in fi lm-making, enjoyed 
PGFC. “We really liked the 
comedy genre,” said de Waal. 
“There are a few limitations, 
but you have so much ability 
to be creative and to do what 
you want.”
Though  comedy  may 
have posed to be a difficult 
genre to incorporate into 
their  short  f i lms,  many 
students thoroughly enjoyed 
the competition and look 
forward to doing it again.
This year also saw another 
change: online submission. 
Groups could submit their 
movies via The Internet. 
Technological complications 
arose for several groups 
during the process, but no 
one was disqualified.
“Because of the great 
opportunity of being able 
to film in high-def this year, 
there were some setbacks 
when it came to rendering 
a n d  e x p o r t i n g , ”  s a i d 
Leyendekker. “There have 
been a lot of technological 
advances, and some things 
still need to be adjusted.”
Volkers was not about 
to disqualify participants 
because of problems that 
were out of their hands. It 
was not their fault,” said 
Volkers. “The software we 
purchased to do this wasn’t 
living up to its expectation. 
Next year we hope to have 
more reliable software so 
people know exactly what 
is going on.”
De Waal is already getting 
excited for next year’s PGFC 
and strongly encourages 
students to participate, even 
if they have never done it 
before. “It’s good to be 
involved in as many different 
things as you can at Dordt,” 
said De Waal. “It’s a great 
way to get to know people 
too because you’re with 
them for 48 hours. There 
are differences in opinion 
and ideas which is not a bad 
thing; everyone sees a shot in 
different way so you have to 
filter through all of that and 
come up with the best idea.” 
Volker s  r ea l ly  wan ts 
competitors to “discover 
t h e i r  i n n e r  S p i e l b e rg ” 
through th is  cha l lenge . 
“Filmmaking is one of the 
most collaborative of all 
the arts as you learn how to 
combine your talents with 
other people’s talents,” said 
Volkers. “We want people to 
have fun and discover some 
gifts and talents that they 
didn’t know they had along 
the way.” 
“It's by far the most fun 
major on campus. Half the 
time I have homework, it 
requires me to go on a vid-
eo or photo shoot, or make 
prints for a graphic design 
project. I love the aspect of 
self-motivation in my major 
because you have the op-
portunity to take what you 
learn in class and apply it 
to your own life. To be able 
to expand immediately on 
what you have learned is 
extremely rewarding.”
“It’s a way to express my 
creativity and my passion 
for creating media. Within 
the major you have to learn 
to work with other people 
and help others capitalize 
on their skills and talents. 
And plus, what other major 
on campus gets to watch 
movies for homework?”
“Part of the reason why I 
became a digital media ma-
jor is because it was my in-
terest. That’s where a huge 
mission field is needed. 
There is so much influence 
coming from Hollywood 
and we need to step in as 
Christians and change the 
world.” 
“For me, media has so 
much influence. There are 
not a lot of Christians in 
media. It is a place where 
we can step in and do 
what God wants us to do. 
People that don’t know 
the Lord can hear about 
God from TV.”
Freshmen PGFC participants do their best to get the best shot by using creative angles. 
“I picked digital media 
to be my major because I 
love to work with camer-
as. I hope to shoot music 
videos someday.”
Brock Bailey
Photo by Maria Schuiteman of Food Fight Club Productions
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If You’ll Look For It
Too much, too little:
Kenny Gradert
Columnist
The profs have marched 
up and down the Beej in their 
odd robes and hats. We’ve 
belted out the alma mater. 
Convocation is done. The 
spring semester has begun.
Spring? Right. 
On campus, grass won’t 
poke through the snow till 
March. Harsh winds and 
numbing temperatures will 
mix with snow, sleet, ice, hail, 
and fog to brew a brutal mix 
slightly different every day. 
The trees will remain empty 
and lifeless—but for the 
30mph winds shaking them 
violently, of course.
 I’ve spent my whole life 
in these parts, and even I get 
depressed over these prospects 
for the coming months. I can’t 
imagine what the Californians 
think, coming back from a 
balmy Christmas. 
Spring may seem but a 
distant dream right now. Many 
of us are probably once again 
wondering why we decided 
to spend four years in a place 
with some of the moodiest 
and harshest weather in the 
country. During these trying 
times, I remember a bit of 
advice my dad always gave.
“There’s beauty 
everywhere,” Dad would say, 
“if you’ll look for it.”
It’s a conditional statement: 
if we look for it. And what 
a difficult qualifier that can 
be during these harsh winter 
months. 
With our tendency to crab, 
grouch, grumble, nag, and 
whine, Iowa winters can 
seem nothing more than pure 
frozen misery—even without 
the embarrassing slips and 
tumbles on the ice. 
But have you noticed those 
mornings where a light snow 
has dusted campus to make it 
sparkle wildly come sunrise?
And how can anyone fail to 
take notice of those afternoons 
where freezing rain has graced 
every tree with a diamond-like 
coat of ice that tosses light 
every which way?
Granted, Iowa doesn’t 
have a particularly thrilling 
landscape—especially during 
the winter months when the 
fields lie empty. 
We lack the grand mountains 
of Colorado or the beaches of 
California. Even South Dakota 
has the Black Hills. 
Nonetheless, I’d like to 
think God compensated us 
with an absolutely brilliant 
sky. 
In winter, sunsets pair 
with the white landscape 
marvelously. The sky is an 
artist’s rich palette, streaked 
full of lavender, royal blue, 
fiery orange, bright pink, and 
violet. Have you noticed those 
skies?
Will campus be a miserable 
and desolate place this winter? 
Or will it be a place of beauty, 
crackling with divine artistry? 
Really, it’s up to you.
Though it sometimes stinks 
of hog confinements and burns 
with frostbite winds, this 
small nook of Sioux County 
is a beautiful place. That is, of 
course, if you’ll look for it.
Digital Media department celebrates fifth anniversary of the PGFC
Bukra. A plump, cheery, 
Egyptian woman writes the 
word out on our classroom’s 
white board. In perfect 
unison, the eight American 
kids cramped around tables in 
front of her repeat the word, 
mispronouncing it horribly. 
She smiles and continues 
regardless, “Bukra means 
tomorrow.” The class nods 
in understanding and quickly 
scratches in their notebooks. 
While it’s the first day of 
Arabic for me and 27 other 
students on the Middle East 
Studies Program, we’ve been 
living in Cairo for at least a 
week.  A structured learning 
environment is a welcome 
occurrence; my Arabic 
knowledge so far was limited 
to “Sorry” and “Beef,” which, 
although helpful, don’t quite 
cut it. 
“When we say Bukra, 
we also add Insha’allah,” 
our teacher continued, 
“Insha’allah means God-
willing, and we say it after 
Bukra because only God 
knows what will happen 
tomorrow.” To their credit, 
Muslims intertwine their faith 
with everything, including 
language, as compared to the 
politically-correct culture of 
the West. I’d venture saying 
Muslims are better at applying 
the “Every Square Inch” idea 
than we are, but I’m kind of 
keen on returning to Dordt for 
at least another year.
Language is just one of the 
many things that makes Cairo 
different from Sioux Center, 
and to even begin to list the 
differences would take too 
long. As my 70 year-old seat-
neighbor on the flight in said, 
“It’s like we’re landing on a 
different planet.” Then again, 
this was before she started 
talking about belly-dancing 
and quoting Pirates of the 
Caribbean to me, so feel free 
to doubt her credibility as a 
source. 
Regardless, in the midst of 
all the massive differences, it’s 
the small things that remind 
you how far away home truly 
is. Maybe it’s the sunny 60 
degrees Fahrenheit with a cool 
breeze, affectionately known 
by the citizens of Cairo as 
“winter.” 
Or maybe it’s the fact your 
favorite eatery has prayer mats 
outside so the workers don’t 
have to interrupt their shifts for 
too long. Maybe it’s knowing 
that nobody here cares who 
makes it to the Super Bowl. Or 
maybe the thing that convinces 
you you’re on a “different 
planet” is as simple as a taxi 
ride. 
Well, “taxi religious 
experience” is probably a more 
apt description. In Cairo, there 
are virtually no stop-lights, 
stop-signs, highway lanes, or 
traffic laws. 
Cars, buses and motorcycles 
move at high speed and fill any 
empty space on any road. To 
avoid accidents, everyone who 
operates a motor vehicle in 
Cairo uses a complex system 
of communication: when 
in doubt, honk the horn. If 
there is a car, person, or other 
obstacle in front of you, you 
honk. If the obstacle in front 
of you is moving too slowly, 
you honk. If a neighboring car 
does something you don’t like, 
even if it’s simply putting on 
a turn signal, you honk. If you 
see a pretty flower, you honk. 
And sometimes you just honk 
to let the world know you’re 
still alive and honking.  
After my first ever Arabic 
class, it was into this nightmare 
world of Cairene traffic that I 
stepped. 
My taxi-driver on this 
particular day had decided 
to prove to me that he was, 
in fact, qualified to drive for 
NASCAR. 
What looked like an 
impassable wall of cars 
to my naïve Western eyes 
he managed to maneuver 
through with all the grace and 
caution of a drunken gazelle 
in a minefield. Bumpers 
were scratched, doors were 
dented, and more than a 
few times, death seemed the 
most statistically reasonable 
outcome. 
Noticing my anxious 
expression and nervous 
stomping of the imaginary 
brake pedals in the passenger 
seat, the taxi driver started 
chuckling. In surprisingly 
good English he asked if I was 
scared.
I responded, “It’s not you, 
I just have this thing against 
dying, that’s all.”
He laughed, “Maybe you 
die today, maybe you die 
in thirty years. It’s going to 
happen sooner or later, only 
God knows.”
“Insha’allah?” I lobbied.
He smiled and nodded, 
“Insha’allah.”
I may be living in an 
extremely Islamic police state, 
where a police officer with an 
AK-47 guards my classroom 
building, and a terrorist attack 
occurred two weeks before I 
arrived, but the scariest thing 
I’ve experienced so far is a 
fatalistic cab driver.
A Dordt kid’s adventures in Cairo:
My Fatalistic Cab Driver
Adrian Hielema
Columnist
Ever since I hit the one-year 
mark in my relationship, Face-
book has been targeting me 
with ads for engagement rings 
from Verragio and Tacori. Not 
cool, Facebook. Not cool.
And recently Pandora Inter-
net Radio decided to join in, 
resulting in a virtual ambush 
on my remaining indepen-
dence.
Now I have to admit, I’ve 
clicked on said ads before. It’s 
shameful, I know. But when I 
see something sparkly right in 
front of me, I can’t help but 
click. Then again, if the Inter-
net was the only thing pressur-
ing me to think about getting 
engaged, I’d be relieved.
Before Christmas, the jew-
elry company trifecta (Kay, 
Zales and Jared) shamelessly 
broadcasted endless ads on TV 
during everything from holi-
day movies to football games. 
I swear, nowhere is safe.
I haven’t even mentioned 
all of the joyous holiday events 
that open up a running com-
mentary from well-meaning, 
but annoying, relatives on my 
personal and professional life.
One of my aunts asked me 
about my plans for the sum-
mer, wondering if I’d stay 
close by.
When I told her I was look-
ing to intern in Minneapolis 
that begged the question of my 
boyfriend, who was standing 
right next to me, “What do you 
think of that?”
He always tells me, “If it’s 
good for your career, then you 
should go.” He said to my 
aunt, “She’s a big girl. She can 
take care of herself.”
Truth be told, I have an 
application out to New York 
already, but I didn’t want to 
mention that because of the 
questions that promised to fol-
low.
Friends, family and Face-
book can say what they want, 
but sometimes I’d rather not 
hear it. Mostly because I’ve 
found that what they have to 
say is somewhat irrelevant to 
our relationship.
I traipsed off to jolly old 
England last summer and 
loved it. Having a transatlantic 
relationship wasn’t ideal, but 
we managed and the distance 
actually brought us closer.
Sure, we could have spent 
the whole summer together if 
I had stayed in rural America, 
but here’s the deal – my home-
town is only 20 minutes away 
from college, and over the 
past two years or so, I’ve lost 
touch and grown apart from a 
lot of my friends I had in high 
school.
So when summer comes 
around, going home isn’t all 
that exciting and my social life 
dwindles down to a handful of 
friends.
For the month I was around 
last summer, I ended up rely-
ing on my boyfriend too much 
to keep me entertained. Hav-
ing an ocean between us was 
probably the best thing for our 
relationship.
As I look ahead to sum-
mer again, what I’m seriously 
thinking about is finding an-
other internship, not getting 
engaged. It’s for the best.
Are you thinking about getting engaged in college?






Division One volleyball coach soon-to-be 
“Dordt Defender” 
Dordt’s volleyball program 
filled the absence left by head 
coach Tom Van Den Bosch 
with their new hire, Chad Han-
son. 
Hanson has major experi-
ence at the division one col-
lege level from coaching at 
both the University of Iowa 
and the University of Georgia. 
It is hoped that he will contin-
ue the proud tradition of win-
ning with high character that 
Dordt has come to expect from 
its volleyball program. 
The question that many are 
asking, however, is “How did 
Dordt manage to hire a new 
head coach with such major 
division one experience?” 
Athletic Director Glenn 
Bouma said, “It’s unique how 
that stuff works out in the larg-
er scheme of God’s plan.”  
When God’s plan involves 
a division one coach coming 
to your small school in North-
west Iowa, you do not argue. 
But Handson’s hiring was 
not simply a divine miracle. 
Coach Hanson has connec-
tions to Dordt. His wife at-
tended Dordt during her fresh-
man year of college and then 
finished her degree at nearby 
Northwestern. 
As a coach at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, Hanson was con-
stantly recruiting from the vol-
leyball powerhouse of Sioux 
County. 
A surprising trend arose as 
many of the players who had 
division one talent decided to 
stay local at schools such as 
Dordt. 
“He was looking for a job 
and looking for a change,” 
Bouma said. “Between the ties 
of his wife, his professional 
experiences and his conserva-
tive Presbyterian background, 
Dordt College, with its Re-
formed perspective, was some-
thing that interested him.” 
Hanson is more than quali-
fied to carry on the proud tra-
dition that is Dordt volleyball. 
“We feel very fortunate,” 
said Bouma. Although we 
cannot thank Coach Van Den 
Bosch enough for the excel-
lent job he has done with Dordt 
volleyball, we are excited for 






Major: Secondary Education 
and History: World and Amer-
ican, Coaching Endorsement
Hometown: Mount Vernon, WA
Sports: Soccer and Track & 
Field—400 and 4X400 runner
Amber Soodsma, a senior 
leader on the Lady Defenders 
basketball team, played a spe-
cial game in November. More 
specifically, Soodsma had a 
very special shot.
During the Lady Defender’s 
game against Central College, 
Soodsma sank a short jumper 
with over twelve minutes to 
go in the first half. When she 
heard her family erupt from the 
crowd, Soodsma realized how 
special the shot actually was.
Soodsma had just earned the 
Dordt College women’s bas-
ketball all-time scorer award.
The shot garnered Soodsma a 
grand total of 1416 career points 
and broke the previous ten-year-
old record of 1414 points held 
by Lisa Roos, a Lady Defender 
from 1995 to 1999. The Lady 
Defenders went on to beat Cen-
tral 106-58.
Soodsma, ever the scholar-
athlete, doesn’t have much time 
to polish the glass trophy now 
resting in Kuyper 33 as she’s 
busy student teaching math at 
Western Christian High School. 
After graduating, Soodsma 
hopes to continue with basket-








Hometown:  Gallup, New 
Mexico
Sports:
Soccer and Track & Field:  
800 runner
Why did you choose to 
continue athletics in col-
lege?
Because I love them!
How do you balance ath-
letics, classes, and a social 
life?
Prioritize. Get work done 
first, and then you can have 
fun!
What’s your favorite 
sport to watch?
Soccer and Basketball, I 
can’t decide between these 
two.
If you could change one 
thing about your sport, 
what would it be?
That track and field would 
be more appreciated.
What’s your favorite pre- 
or post-game food?
The Commons
What’s the most memo-
rable experience from your 
college athletic experience?
Going to Outdoor Nation-
als in Tennessee for Track 
and Field last year with the 
4X800 team.
What else are you involved 
in on campus?
Faith and Sport




If you were a soup, which 
one would you be?  Why?
Cream of Broccoli…because 
it’s SO good and delicious.
Do you have any special 
talents?
Nope, not that I know of.
Would you rather never 
be able to use a cell phone 
again or never be able to 
use the Internet?
Internet—I would want to be 
able to talk to my parents on 
the phone.
What’s your favorite food 
in the Commons?  
Pasta
Why did you choose to con-
tinue athletics in college?
I didn’t know what else to 
do with myself because I’ve 
been doing athletics since I 
can remember and wanted to 
continue them as long as pos-
sible.
How do you balance athlet-
ics, classes, and a social life?
I’ve never had too much of a 
problem with it.  I get every-
thing done on time and still 
have time to focus on sports 
and have a reasonable social 
life.
What’s your favorite sport 
to watch?
Soccer
If you could change one 
thing about your sport, 
what would it be?
I would make it so that human 
beings didn’t get tired so you 
could just keep running as 
fast as you could.
What’s your favorite pre- or 
post-game food?
Joe Lammers’ mom’s granola 
bars
What’s the most memorable 
experience from your col-
lege athletic experience?
Meeting everybody for the 
first time during freshmen 
year soccer tryouts—It was 
Soodsma in action on the court. Photo by Hiro Yamada 
the most intimidating thing 
I’ve ever experienced, but it 
ended up being an awesome 
experience.




What’s your favorite 
word?
Kurtis Schutter
If you were a soup, which 
one would you be?  Why?
Chicken Noodle—because 
it’s the best.
Do you have any special 
talents?
I’m pretty good at Super 
Smash Bros.
 
Would you rather never 
be able to use a cell phone 
again or never be able to 
use the Internet?
Cell phone—because you 
can still communicate with 
the Internet.
What’s your favorite food 
in the Commons?  
Pizza
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Windows of Creation
Art Gallery welcomes new scenic photographs
Meghan Aardsma
Staff Writer
The Campus Center Art Gal-
lery has made another rotation, 
this time welcoming the work of 
two Dordt alums, April Van Rys 
and Maggie Mellema. 
A Photography Two Person 
Show features scenic photogra-
phy of Van Rys and Mellema as 
well as some portrait and exper-
imental works.
“You can get very compel-
ling work by just going out with 
a camera and a good eye,” says 
Versluis, “The mind’s eye is 
captured.”  
The emphasis on this gallery 
is “real photography” with little 
to no digital enhancement.
One comment found in the 
visitor log, with only a partially 
illegible signature to claim it, 
simply read, “Belgic Confes-
sion / Article 2”.
This article states that we 
come to know God through cre-
ation, and that “All these things 
are enough to convict men and 
to leave them without excuse.”
The idea for this gallery was 
originally conceived by Van Rys 
when she contacted Professor 
David Versluis, who is in charge 
of the gallery.
Last year Van Rys asked Pro-
fessor Versluis if she could have 
an exhibition at Dordt.  
Meanwhile Versluis thought 
of another Dordt alumna, Mel-
lema, who was also a pho-
tographer and whose work he 
thought would compliment Van 
Rys’ work well.
April Van Rys graduated 
With movie tickets costing an arm and a leg, the latest buzz for 
movie rentals for college students is Redbox, a dollar-a-day 
rental system and can be found at the WalMart in Sioux Center. 
Redbox usually has the latest releases about a week after they 
have come out on DVD. But so you don’t waste that precious 
Washington in your pocket, Joe Venhuizen and Adam McDonald 
are here with the latest movie reviews. This week, we reviewed 
“Dinner for Schmucks”. We carefully analyzed each aspect of 
the movie and have compiled a brief summary of our scientific 
endeavor.
This Dinner Sucks
Adam: It’s what I’d call a “rainy day” movie. It’s the sort of 
movie that people use as an excuse to cuddle, not really caring 
about the plot.  I give it two and a half stars. However, I am 
a Steve Carell fan and think he should be given the benefit of 
the doubt. He no doubt understands the elements of a good 
comedy and with an extremely contagious laugh, Carell leaves 
you laughing no matter what his role. Let’s just hope he can 
expand his acting roles for the future and find someone else who 
compliments his comedic timing, unlike the dry and stale Paul 
Rudd.
Joe: Dinner for Shmucks was definitely a “wait-for-rental”. As 
a Steve Carrel fan, I’ll pretty much watch anything he’s in. But 
unfortunately this one just tries too hard.
Adam: Yeah, the plot itself moved quickly. The humor was at 
times a little dry but the overall pace of the movie added to the 
comedy.
Adam: There are a few hilarious parts, but on the whole it was 
very small observational, cheap humor. And Steve Carrel’s 
character Barry felt a lot like Michael Scott from “The Office”.
Joe: I agree with the cheap laughs observation. I think the sex 
humor was pretty overdone too. But I guess I wasn’t ever really 
bored with it.
Joe: Yeah, it’s worth a few laughs. But overall, I’d say it’s just 
another disappointing movie still attempting to ride the comedy 
wave of Anchorman and Step Brothers. Two stars.
Arts and Entertainment
from Dordt in 2005.  She says in 
her artist statement, located near 
the door of the gallery, that she 
“uses photography to capture 
memories that would normally 
be forgotten over time.” 
For Maggie Mellema, gradu-
ate of 2007, her one hope is that 
her photography gives others a 
small glimpse of how she sees 
the world.” 
Photos will be displayed un-
til February 20 and the reception 
will be held on February 4 from 




Recently, a group of 
select Dordt students were 
provided the opportunity 
to show off their acting 
skills for professionals and 
other serious actors at the 
American College Theatre 
Festival.
The students selected 
were Mia Kornelis, Jason 
Kornelis, Lee Radde, 
Emily Hageman, and Maria 
Bouwkamp. 
“You participate in 
events like auditioning for 
scholarships, or you can 
audition for professional 
companies and showcase 
things you have done in 
the past year and receive 
awards,” said sophomore 
Maria Bouwkamp.
The premise of the festival 
is for young actors to show 
off their skills and learn from 
one another, be critiqued by 
professionals and receive 
awards. You can go to 
workshops during the day to 
learn how to perform a great 
audition, learn to design a 
show, or how to operate the 
technology of a show. 
The Dordt College actors 
performed a scene from the 
play “Machinal”, a story 
about Young Woman, played 
by Mia Kornelis, who is 
constantly questioning what 
to believe about life and 
love. 
“We did the first scene of 
‘Machinal’. It’s the fastest 
scene in the play. Everyone 
is talking over each other,” 
said Bouwkamp. “We are 
constantly attacking Young 
Woman and pressuring her 
to live the lifestyle that we 
advocate. I played Telephone 
girl. She really schmoozes 
everyone and tries to lead 
Young Woman into her own 
lifestyle of men, drinking 
and being carefree.”
The students were gone 
for an entire week in order 
to participate in the event, 
willingly sacrificing their 
free time and school time in 
order to pursue their passions. 
They were accompanied by 
Theatre Arts professors April 
Hubbard and Simon Du Toit. 
By Joe Venhuizen, Staff Writer and Adam McDonald, Editor
An American College Theater Festival overview 
Adam McDonald
Editor 
Photo by Kelly Zatlin
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Keys to Fake Success
Dave De Wit
Today’s lesson: Cooking
Step 1: Never commit to cooking meals for others. [if failed, 
proceed to STEP 3]
Step 2: Buy food from a restaurant for yourself
Step 3: Insist on preparing your meal in private because, 
“People watching me cook makes me nervous.”
Step 4: Buy food from a restaurant.
Step 5: Cover your dinner table with fancy decorations, nice 
dishes, and beautiful silverware.
Step 6: Place your newly bought food items on plates and 
discard any traces of the restaurants packaging.
Step 7: If, while eating, anyone says, “This tastes like 
[restaurant name],” you respond by saying, “I used to work at 
[same restaurant name], but I think I make it better than they 
do.”
Step 8: Never commit to cooking meals for others EVER 
again.
Congratulations! You’re now a fake successful chef!
Comic Mishaps by Meghan Aardsma
Well, it was a normal 
day in the commons. Normal 
meaning, I’d rather make my 
own sandwich at the deli bar 
than risk trying the sketchy 
hot dish.
As I was waiting for 
my turn on the panini grille, 
I chose the typical way to 
avoid the awkward situation 
of talking to someone I didn’t 
know as they grilled their 
own sandwich. 
People always seem to have 
crazy (and sometimes odd) 
names for their intramural 
teams. I have searched high 
and low and have brought 
I  pre tended I  was 
interested in the whacked-
out news channel that always 
seems to be turned on despite 
the fact, according to my 
knowledge, no one ever 
watches.
As I was waiting, I 
periodically turned around 
so as not to miss my turn to 
grille my awaiting sandwich 
to perfection. 
After the third time 
turning around to see if John 
De VandamhoekstraVries 
was done with his sandwich 
you the best and funniest 
intramural team names: 
1. Screaming Seagulls 
(How is a seagull going to 
shoot a basketball, or kick a 
soccer ball, or do anything 
athletic whatsoever?) 
2. Basket Brawlers (A play 
on words is always funny) 
3. 7 White Guys (a.k.a. 7 
guys who can’t dunk)
4. Taylor Swift (Gotta give 
some love to my future wife) 
5. Thugs and Jugs 





The Dordt Dilemma 
he apologizes by saying “I’m 
sorry…I have a lot of cheese 
in this sandwich and it’s 
taking a long time to melt…”
After I assured him that 
it was fine, he continued in 
informing me that he “can 
make a mean sandwich—a 
real good sandwich, just like 
I’ll make a real good husband 
someday.”
Cheesy? 
Most definitely. However, 
that may be just the thing a 
girl is looking for to melt her 
heart here at Dordt.
Top 9 most creative intramural team names 
tough girls on that team) 
6. Cyclonoatetraenyl Cations (I 
have no idea what this means, 
but putting it on my list makes 
me seem smart . . . right?) 
7. Hosers ‘n Posers 
(Surprisingly clever for a 
bunch of Canadians)
8. Captain Crunch and the 
Cereal Killers (first degree 
felonies = FUNNY)
9. Victorious Secret (If this 
is an all guys basketball team 
. . . I’m seriously concerned)
